Women in History

1600-1800
Pocahantas (1595-1617) Native American, ultimately saved the Virginia Company by saving peace

Anne Hutchinson (1591-1643) one of the earliest feminists, interpreted Puritan clergy’s sermons to others, held unorthodox religious discussions

Witch Trial of Salem, Massachusetts (1692) hung mainly women for deviating from Puritan ways

Martha Washington (1732-1802) first First Lady, “ Lady Washington”

Women in the Military some women disguised themselves to help win American Revolution

Abigail Adams first First Lady in the White House, strongly tried to persuade women’s rights views upon her husband

Molly Pitcher Revolutionary War hero, filled her husbands position when he was wounded in battle

Deborah Sampson only woman to serve formally in Revolutionary War by dressing in reverse drag
1800-1870
Mary Lyon a pioneer in higher education for women, founded Mt. Holyoke Female Seminary, later called Mt. Hollyoke College in Massachusetts

Emma Willard advocated educational equality for women, founded a female seminary called Emma Willard School at Troy, New York. Girls were instructed in philosophy, mathematics, and other then considered difficult subjects for women

Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote novel on slave life in the South, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, helped raised support for abolitionist movement

Dorthea Dix her effort brought state-supported institutions for the proper treatment and sympathetic care of the mentally ill, exposed conditions of the Nations’ prisons, abolished debtor’s prison, improved conditions of prisons, efforts to prepare offenders for productive lives after release

Lucretia Mott/ Elizabeth Cady Stanton under their leadership a women’s rights convention was held in 1848 in Seneca Falls, New York, at convention they adopted a declaration demanding rights to them as U.S. citizens
1870-1930
Jane Addams social worker among poor, founded Hull House in Chicago, influenced legislation to improve city conditions and eliminate slums, won Nobel Peace Prize in 1931

Susan B. Anthony leader for women’s suffrage, founded National Women’s Suffrage Association

Clara Barton founder of American Red Cross during Civil War, organized supply and nursing for wounded and ill soldiers

Amelia Jenks Bloomer social reformer, wrote on education, unjust marriage laws and woman’s suffrage

Pearl S. Buck first woman to win Nobel Peace Prize for literature best known for novel, The Good Earth, a story of peasant life in China

Mother Franlf Xavier Cabrini first American citizen to be elevated to sainthood by Catholic church, established orphans, hospitals, schools, preformed social work among Italian immigrants

Julia Ward Howe leader in movements for women’s suffrage and international peace, wrote lyrics to the Battle Hymn of the Republic

Frances Perkins Secretary of Labor under FDR

Eleanor Roosevelt wife of FDR, Delegate to United Nations and Chairwoman of Human Rights Commission

Anna Howard Shaw prominent lecturer on political rights for women, served as President of National Woman’ s Suffrage Association

Lillian Wald social worker in New York, founded Henry street settlement and pioneered public health nursing by organizing a visiting nurse service for the city’s needy
1930-Recent History
Babe Didrickson Zaharias (1912-1956) golf champion. Olympic track star

Mary Bethune (1875-1955) educated black children in her school, President Roosevelt named her his Advisory Council and Director for Negro Youth Administration, during was named commanding officer of Women’s Army Corps

Sally Ride first American woman in space

Sandra Day O’Conner 1981 became first woman on Supreme Court

Rosa Parks 1955 refused to move to the back of bus, brought changes to Montgomery’s Transportation Laws

Betty Friedan 1963 wrote The Feminine Mystique
Frances Perkins first woman Cabinet officer and key player in FDR’s New Deal

Margaret Sanger (1883-1966) introduced birth control with the diaphragms

Jane Roe helped to legalize abortion in 1973

Rachel Carson wrote Silent Spring ,which expresses the dangers of indiscriminate use of pesticides and is credited with having inspired the modern environmental movement

American Women Who Left their Mark

Addams, Jane, 1860-1935, American social worker; b. Cedarville, Ill. In 1889, she and Ellen Gates Starr founded Hull House, a Chicago settlement house that served the neighborhood poor and became a center for social reform activities. A leader of the WOMAN SUFFRAGE and pacifist movements, Addams shared the 1931 Nobel Peace Prize. She wrote several books on social issues and two autobiographical volumes.

Grimke, Angelina Emily and 1805-79 Sarah Moore Grimke, 1792-1873, American abolitionists and feminists; b. Charleston, S.C. Sisters from an aristocratic slaveholding family, they were converted to the Quaker faith, moved north, and became the first women to speak publicly on the issues of slavery and women's rights. Angelina became a persuasive orator, and Sarah published influential works on abolition (1836) and the equality of the sexes (1838).

Barton, Clara, 1821-1912, American humanitarian; b. Oxford, Mass. Called the Angel of the Battlefield, she set up a supply service during the CIVIL WAR, was nurse in army camps and on battlefields, and led searches for the missing. After working behind German lines for the International Red Cross in the FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR, she organized (1881) the American RED CROSS, which she headed until 1904.

Ferraro, Geraldine A(nne), 1935-, U.S. politician; b. N.Y.C. A Democrat, she served three terms in the House of Representatives (1979-84). In 1984, as Walter MONDALE's running mate, she became the first woman nominated for the vice presidency by a major party in the U.S. In 1993, she was appointed U.S. representative on the UN Human Rights Commission.

Earhart, Amelia (âr˝härt), 1897-1937, American aviator; b. Atchison, Kans. She was the first woman to fly across the Atlantic (1928) and to fly it alone (1932) and the first person to fly alone from Hawaii to California (1935). In 1937, she and Frederick J. Noonan set out to fly around the world, but they disappeared mysteriously between New Guinea and Howland Island. In 1992 a search party reported finding remnants of Earhart's plane on Nikumaroro (formerly Gardner Island), Kiribati, but their claims were disputed by people who worked on Earhart's plane.

Mitchell, Maria, 1818-89, American astronomer; b. Nantucket, Mass. The first woman to be elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, she studied sunspots, nebulae, and satellites, and discovered (1847) a comet. After 1865, she was professor of astronomy at Vassar College.

Catt, Carrie Chapman, 1859-1947, American suffragist; b. Ripon, Wis. As an organizer and president (from 1900) of the National American Woman Suffrage Association, she campaigned for a constitutional amendment on WOMAN SUFFRAGE. When the 19th amendment to the U.S. CONSTITUTION passed (1920), she organized the LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS and later worked for the peace movement.

Willard, Emma, 1787-1870, American educator, pioneer in women's education; b. Emma Hart, in Berlin, Conn. She founded (1821) Troy Female Seminary to offer collegiate education to women and new opportunity to women teachers. She published history textbooks and worked to improve common schools and women's education.
Dix, Dorothea Lynde, 1802-87, American social reformer; b. Hampden, Me. A pioneer in the movement for specialized treatment of the insane, she influenced the founding of state hospitals for the insane in the U.S., Canada, and Europe. Dix also did notable work in penology.

Mott, Lucretia Coffin, 1793-1880, American feminist and reformer; b. Nantucket, Mass. A Quaker lecturer for temperance, peace, labor rights, and abolition, she aided fugitive slaves and helped form the Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society. When the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London (1840) refused to recognize women delegates, she joined Elizabeth Cady STANTON in organizing (1848) the first women's rights convention, in Seneca Falls, N.Y.

Stanton, Elizabeth Cady, 1815-1902, American reformer and feminist; b. Johnstown, N.Y. With Lucretia MOTT she organized (1848) the first U.S. women's rights. 
Roosevelt, Eleanor, 1884-1962, b. N.Y.C., She was a niece of Theodore ROOSEVELT and a distant cousin of Franklin ROOSEVELT, whom she married. She worked for social betterment as a lecturer, newspaper columnist, and world traveler. A U.S. delegate to the UN, she was made chairperson of the Commission for Human Rights in 1946. In the 1950s, she led the liberal wing of the Democratic Party.

Ride, Sally K., 1951-, American astrophysicist and astronaut; b. Encino, Calif. With a Ph.D. in physics from Stanford Univ., she joined NASA in 1978, where she was an astronaut (1979-87) and helped design the robot arm for the space shuttle. In 1983, she became the first American woman in space. She also served (1986) on the Presidential commission investigating the CHALLENGER disaster. In 1989, she became professor of physics and director of the California Space Institute at the Univ. of Calif., San Diego.

Lyon, Mary, 1797-1849, American educator; b. Buckland, Mass. Interested in promoting higher education for women, she founded (1837) Mt. Holyoke Female Seminary (now Mt. Holyoke College) and developed its well-rounded program emphasizing service to others.

Hutchinson, Anne, c.1591-1643, religious leader in New England; b. England as Anne Marbury. She emigrated (1634) to Massachusetts Bay, where her brilliant mind won her a following. Because she espoused the covenant of grace as opposed to the covenant of works, she was banished as a heretic in 1637. She then helped found the present Portsmouth, R.I., and later moved to Long Island (1642) and to what is now Pelham Bay Park in New York City, where she was killed by Native Americans.

Nation, Carry (Moore), 1846-1911, American temperance advocate; b. Garrard co., Ky. Convinced of her divine appointment, she gained fame in 1900 by destroying saloon liquor and property with a hatchet. Arrested 30 times, she focused public attention on the cause of PROHIBITION and helped create a mood favorable to passage of the 18th constitutional amendment.

Anthony, Susan B(rownell), 1820-1906, American leader of the WOMAN SUFFRAGE movement; b. Adams, Mass. She organized the first women's temperance association, the Daughters of Temperance, and with Elizabeth Cady STANTON secured the first laws in New York guaranteeing women rights over their children and control of property and wages. In 1863, she was co-organizer of the Women's Loyal League to support Lincoln's government, but after the Civil War she opposed granting suffrage to freedmen without also giving it to women. She was president (1892-1900) of the National American Woman Suffrage Association and helped compile vols. 1-3 of The History of Woman Suffrage (1881-86).

Tarbell, Ida Minerva, 1857-1944, American author; b. Erie co., Pa. A leading MUCKRAKER, she is remembered for her investigations of industry, particularly in her History of the Standard Oil Company (1904). She also wrote several biographies.

Perkins, Frances, 1882-1965, U.S. secretary of labor (1933-45); b. Boston. The first woman appointed to the cabinet, she promoted and administered liberal labor legislation during Pres. F.D. ROOSEVELT's NEW DEAL administration.

Anne Hutchinson:  challenge to Puritan orthodoxy.  She carried to logical extremes the Puritan doctrine of predestination.  She claimed that a holy life was no sure sign of salvation and that the truly saved need not bother to obey the law of either God or man.  This belief is known as antinomianism.  Brought to trial in 1638, banished from Massachusetts Bay Colony.

Peggy Eaton (1796-1879):  the Peggy Eaton affair ultimately caused Calhoun’s resignation from Jackson’s cabinet.  She was “socially unacceptable” to many women of the time period --including members of Jackson’s family and Mrs. Calhoun.  Jackson attempted to force Eaton’s social acceptance.  This, along with Van Buren’s interest in Eaton, caused friction between Jackson and Calhoun.

Emma Willard (1787-1870):  Women’s schools at the secondary level began to attain some respectability in the 1820s, thanks in part to the work of Emma Willard.  In 1821, she established the Troy (New York) Female Seminary.

Mary Lyon (1797-1849):  An intrepid pioneer in the field of higher education for women, Mary Lyon was a gifted teacher who achieved an important breakthrough when, in the face of much antagonism, she managed to raise enough money to launch her “Female Seminary,” now Mount Holyoke College.  The year after it opened in 1837, she had to turn away some four hundred applicants.  She served as principal for 12 years.  

Catherine Beecher:  urged women to enter teaching profession.  Sister of Harriet Beecher Stowe.

Dorothea Dix (1802-1887):  A tireless reformer, she worked mightily to improve the treatment of the mentally ill.  At the outbreak of the Civil War she was appointed superintendent of women nurses for the Union forces.

Lucretia Mott:  sprightly Quaker whose ire had been aroused when she and her fellow female delegates to the London antislavery convention of 1840 were not recognized.  Advocated women’s rights.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton:  one of the most persistent battlers for women’s rights.  Insisted upon leaving “obey” out of her marriage ceremony, shocked fellow feminists by going so far as to advocate suffrage for women.

Susan B. Anthony:  another of the most persistent battlers for women’s rights.  She became such a conspicuous advocate of female rights that progressive women everywhere were called “Suzy Bs”.

Dr.  Elizabeth Blackwell:  first female graduate of med school.

Margaret Fuller:  edited a transcendentalist journal, The Dial, and is remembered for having said, “I accept the universe.”

Sarah and Angelina Grimke:  spoke at antislavery gatherings and aroused the ire of conservatives.

Lucy Stone:  retained her maiden name after marriage--hence the latter-day “Lucy Stoners,” who followed her example.

Amelia Bloomer:  revolted against the current “street sweeping” female attire by donning a semi masculine short skirt with Turkish trousers--”bloomers,” they were called--amid much ridicule about “Bloomerism and “loose habits.”

Sojourner Truth:  also known simply as “Isabella,” she held audiences spellbound with her deep, resonant voice and the religious passion with which she condemned the sin of slavery.

Harriet Tubman:  premier assistant of runaway slaves.  John Brown called her “General Tubman” for her effective work in helping slaves escape to Canada.  During the Civil War, she served as a Union spy behind Confederate lines.  Herself illiterate, she worked after the war to bring education to the freed slaves in North Carolina.

Harriet Beecher Stowe:  (1811-1896) author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which left a profound impression on the North.  “The book that made this great war”

Margaret Sanger:  feminist who organized the birth-control movement in 1920s.  Openly championed the use of contraceptives.

Frances Perkins (1882-1965):  The first woman cabinet member, served as secretary of labor under Roosevelt.  

Eleanor Roosevelt:  FDR’s wife.  America’s most active First Lady in history.  “Conscience of the New Deal” Through her lobbying of her husband, her speeches, and her syndicated newspaper column, she powerfully influenced the policies of the national government.  Always, she battled for the impoverished and oppressed.

Geraldine Ferraro:  First woman to run on a major-party national ticket, Democratic vice-presidential candidate for Walter Mondale.

Sandra Day O’Connor:  first female justice to be nominated to the Supreme Court.  Stanford Law.  Sympathized with Reagan’s views on abortion.

Jeane Kirkpatrick:  first woman ambassador to United Nations.  Reagan’s cabinet.

Sally Ride:  first American woman in space

Betty Friedan:  author of 1963 best-seller The Feminine Mystique.  Spoke in rousing accents to millions of able, educated women who applauded her indictment of the stifling boredom of housewifery.

WOMEN IN HISTORY

1. During the American Revolution, women did serve (disguised as men) in the military.

2. New Jersey constitution of 1776 temporarily enabled women to vote.

3. Ceaseless childbearing drained the vitality of pioneer women.

4. Godey’s Lady Book had a circulation of over 150,000 women.  It prompted the beginning of change to women’s lives, and to transform the family.

5. Catherine Beecher urged women to enter into the teaching profession.

6. In Civil War times, families grew smaller and more intimate.  This new assertive role in women has been called, “domestic feminism.”

7. Women’s schools in the 1820’s began to retain some respectability thanks to Emma Willard, who established the Troy Female Seminary.

8. Mary Lyon established the Mount Holyoke Seminary.

9. Charlotte Perkins Gilman published Women and Economics.  Gilman called on women to abandon their dependent status and contribute to the larger life of the community through productive involvement in the economy.

10. In 1848, the National American Women’s Suffrage Association, Held a meeting in Seneca Falls, which was conducted by Elizabeth Caddy Stanton.  The main topic of the meeting was the declaration of sentiments.

11. Jane Addams: created Hull House for poor immigrants.  She earned a Nobel Peace Prize in 1931.

12. Carrie Chapman Catt: stressed a woman’s right to vote.

13. Women were greatly affected by the industrial age. 

14. Frances E. Willard was a leader in the Women’s Christian Temperance Union.

15. Carrie A. Nation used a hatchet to smash saloon bottles due to her husband’s death of alcoholism.

16. Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell was the first female graduate of medical school.

17. Grimke sisters spoke at antislavery gatherings.

18. Florence Kelly was a lifelong battler for the welfare of women, children, blacks and consumers.

19. Clara Barton launched in 1881 The American Red Cross.

20. Margaret Sanger led an organized birth control movement.

21. 19th amendment: women’s suffrage. (1920)

22. In 1890, suffragists formed the National American Women’s Suffrage Association.

23. In 1869, the Wyoming territory granted unrestricted suffrage to women.

24. Both world wars benefited in the increased job rate in women.  Women also were women in arms during these wars.

25. Feminists introduced the concept called, “comparable wealth”.  They claimed that wage differentials between altogether different but “comparable” occupations owned solely to sexual discrimination and should be abolished. 

