Native Americans

Chief Joseph (c.1840-1904) was one of the Nez Perce Indian chiefs responsible for the tribe's skillful retreat from pursuing U.S. Army troops during the Nez Perce War (1877). Under his leadership, the small band successfully eluded and then withstood attacks from the army during a retreat of more than 1,600 km (1,000 mi) from Oregon to Montana, where they were forced to surrender only 48 km (38 mi) from the Canadian border.  (The Bettmann Archive)
Geronimo (1829-1909), a leader of the Chiricahua Apaches, conducted a series of raids against both Mexican and American settlements in the Southwest.  Geronimo, depicted here in a photograph taken c.1895, finally surrendered to General Nelson Miles in 1886. (The Bettmann Archive)
Washakie, c.1804-1900, a chief of the Eastern SHOSHONI Indians of Wyoming, was noted for his exploits in fighting such tribal enemies as the Blackfoot and the Crow, and for his friendship with the white pioneers. When wagon trains were passing through Shoshoni country in the 1850s, Washakie and his people aided the overland travelers in fording streams and recovering strayed cattle. He was also frequently a scout for the U.S. Army during its campaigns against the Sioux, Cheyenne, and other tribes. He later converted to the Protestant Episcopal Church.
Parker, Quanah  c.1845-1911 Comanche war leader Quanah Parker, , was the son of Peta Nocona, chief of the Kwahadi band in Texas, and Cynthia Parker, a white captive. From 1867 to the time of his defeat at Adobe walls in 1874, he led raids against white settlers. After this defeat, the Indian camps were destroyed and their inhabitants were forced onto the reservation at Fort Sill, Okla. In June 1875, Quanah settled on the reservation, where he counseled his people to adapt to the white man's control without surrendering their Comanche customs and heritage. Quanah, an appointive judge (1886-98) of the Court of Indian Affairs and a successful businessman, rode in Theodore Roosevelt's inauguration parade.
Sitting Bull, or Tatanka Iyotake, 1831-90, was a great SIOUX leader of the Hunkpapa Lakota group who helped defeat Gen. George CUSTER at the Little Bighorn (see LITTLE BIGHORN, BATTLE OF THE). Born on Grand River, S.Dak., from his early adulthood Sitting Bull fought hostile tribes and white intruders on Sioux lands. He excelled in the virtues most admired by the Sioux:  bravery, fortitude, generosity, and wisdom.  With chiefs CRAZY HORSE and GALL, he stood fast against surrendering land or mining rights in the Black Hills after gold was discovered there in the mid-1870s.  The three chiefs successfully attacked Custer at the Little Bighorn (1876), after which Sitting Bull and other Sioux fled to Canada.  Returning in 1881, he was imprisoned for 2 years before going back to Standing Rock Reservation.  Some observers have said that the reason he was allowed to travel with BUFFALO BILL and his Wild West Show, organized in 1883, was to keep Sitting Bull away from the reservation. In 1890, shortly before the massacre of the Sioux at WOUNDED KNEE, Sitting Bull permitted Grand River people to join the anti-white GHOST DANCE cult and was therefore arrested.  In the fracas that followed Indian police killed him.  His remains are buried near Mobridge, S.Dak.
Sacagawea {sak-uh-juh-wee'-uh} c.1784-1812?, also known as Bird Woman, was a Shoshoni Indian who, with her husband, Toussaint Charbonneau, accompanied (1804-05), the LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION in the Pacific Northwest.  She rendered invaluable assistance as an interpreter and guide, especially in dealing with the Shoshoni people, whose country lay along the expedition's route.  Sacagawea and Charbonneau later settled for a time on a farm near St. Louis.  She was reported to have died of a fever at Fort Manuel in present South Dakota in 1812; according to another account she survived until 1884, living at the Shoshoni Agency in Wyoming.
Joseph Brant, b. 1742, d. Nov. 24, 1807, called Thayendanegea in his native tongue, was a MOHAWK Indian chief who is best known for his courageous military exploits in support of the British during the AMERICAN REVOLUTION. The son of a Mohawk chief, he became a Christian and served as an interpreter and translator for missionaries. The realization of his ambition for a political career was facilitated through his sister's liaison with Sir William JOHNSON, then superintendent of Indian affairs. In 1774, Brant was appointed secretary to Guy Johnson, Sir William's son-in-law and successor. Because of his efforts in enlisting the aid of the IROQUOIS for the British cause, he was granted a captain's commission in the British army and visited England. In addition to participating in the Battle of Oriskany (1777), Brant directed the Cherry Valley Massacre of 1778 and numerous other campaigns during the Revolutionary War. At the war's end, he opposed efforts to arrange a separate Iroquois peace with the new nation. Brant remained pro-British and did much toward acquiring compensation in money and land grants from the British for losses incurred by his people. One result of these efforts is the Six Nations Reserve located near what is today Brantford, Ontario, Canada.
Pocahontas  c.1595, d. Mar. 21, 1617 An American Indian princess, Pocahontas, , supposedly saved the life of Capt. John SMITH and befriended the English colony at JAMESTOWN, Va. A daughter of Powhatan, chief of the POWHATAN confederacy of Virginia, she was said to have been beautiful and intelligent. Her personal clan name was Matoaka. In 1608, Smith, who had helped establish the English settlement at Jamestown, was captured by the Indians and brought to Pocahontas's village, about 24 km (15 mi) from Jamestown. According to Smith's account in his General Historie of Virginia (1624), he was set before an altar stone to be killed but was spared when Pocahontas threw herself over his body. Many historians have been skeptical about Smith's story, however. Pocahontas then became the intermediary between the Englishman and her father and reportedly persuaded Powhatan to bring food to the starving colonists. In 1613, Pocahontas was seized by Capt. Samuel Argall and taken to Jamestown and then to the new community of Henrico. From the Reverend Alexander Whitaker she learned the elements of Christianity and became a convert. Pocahontas also learned the ways of the English, and in 1614, with her father's approval, she married John ROLFE, a successful tobacco planter. The marriage initiated an eight-year period of peaceful relations between Indians and settlers. A boy, christened Thomas, was born to the couple in 1615. The following year Pocahontas (now Lady Rebecca Rolfe), her family, and an Indian retinue voyaged to England. Pocahontas charmed London society and was entertained at the royal palace at Whitehall. While preparing to return to the New World, she was overcome by illness and died.
Red Jacket, c.1758-1830, also known as Sagoyewatha, was a fiery SENECA chief known for his flamboyant personality, oratory, and political shrewdness. His ability to remain uncommitted even in such crises as John Sullivan's devastating raids on Iroquois settlements in 1779 has been interpreted as self-serving. Also, although he publicly opposed land sales to settlers in order to gain his people's support, he secretly yielded land to maintain esteem among whites. After the Seneca were drawn into the Revolutionary war on the side of the British, Red Jacket reputedly proved to be an unenthusiastic warrior, although he wore the British uniform coat, which earned him his English name Red Jacket. After the war, he worked to maintain peace between his people and the United States. During the War of 1812 he fought on the American side against the British. He later became well known as an advocate of the maintenance of separate Iroquois jurisdiction and customs.
Tecumseh, b. 1768, d. Oct. 5, 1813, was a SHAWNEE warrior chief who with his brother, the SHAWNEE PROPHET, attempted to stop the advance of white settlement in the Old Northwest. Tecumseh believed that Indians must return to a state of purity; that they must forget intertribal rivalries and confederate; and that individual tribes must not sell land that all Indians held in common. In 1809, tribes in the Indiana Territory ceded much of their land to the United States. Tecumseh protested to Gov. William Henry HARRISON, but in vain. In the fall of 1811, he determined to carry his message to the CHICKASAW, CHOCTAW, and CREEK. He went south, leaving his brother in charge at Prophet's Town, near Tippecanoe Creek, a utopian village where the Indians were to practice Tecumseh's principles; before going, Tecumseh warned his brother not to attack Harrison's nearby forces. The Prophet ignored the warning and attacked. The Battle of Tippecanoe (see TIPPECANOE, BATTLE OF) was not decisive, but Prophet's Town was destroyed and Indian resistance broken. After Tecumseh's return, he joined the British against the Americans in the WAR OF 1812. As a brigadier general, Tecumseh led 2,000 warriors. He fought at Frenchtown, Raisin River, Fort Meigs, and Fort Stephenson. His last battle was the Battle of the Thames at Chatham, Ontario, where, clothed in Indian deerskin garments, he was killed leading his warriors.
Red Cloud, or Makhpiya Luta, 1822-1909, head chief of the Oglala Lakota, a SIOUX Indian group, for years frustrated efforts of the United States government to open up the West. From 1859 on he and his band, living near Fort Laramie, Wyo., attacked white immigrants encroaching on Indian territory along the North Platte River. By 1865 he was effectively discouraging white intrusion by way of the BOZEMAN TRAIL. Red Cloud led the 1866 massacre of 80 troops from Fort Kearney, one of the posts built to protect the trail, an event that led to the abandonment of the trail by the whites in 1868. A peace treaty of that year, which Red Cloud signed, seems to have been a turning point for the war chief. After visiting Washington, D.C., where the numbers and power of white people perhaps impressed him, he agreed to settle down as a reservation chief. According to some of his contemporaries, such as SITTING BULL and CRAZY HORSE, he sold out to the whites, permitting corrupt and deplorable conditions on Sioux reservations. He lost his status as head chief in 1881. After the WOUNDED KNEE massacre (1890) he lived quietly on Pine Ridge Reservation.
Black Hawk (1767-1838) The Black Hawk War (1832) was the last major Indian-white conflict east of the Mississippi River.  In 1804, representatives of the SAUK and FOX tribes signed a treaty abandoning all claims to land in Illinois.  Although expected to remove to Iowa, they were permitted to remain east of the Mississippi until their former lands were sold.  The Sauk leader , opposed the treaty and rose to prominence when he fought for the British during the WAR OF 1812. When the Indians were finally ordered into Iowa in 1828, Black Hawk sought in vain to create an anti-American alliance with the Winnebago, Potawatomi, and Kickapoo.  In 1829, 1830, and 1831, Black Hawk's band returned across the Mississippi for spring planting, frightening the whites.  When the Indians returned in 1832, a military force was organized to repulse them.  For 15 weeks Black Hawk was pursued into Wisconsin and then westward toward the Mississippi.  He received no substantial support from other tribes, some of which even aided in his pursuit.  On Aug.  3, 1832, the remnants of his band were attacked as they attempted to flee across the river and were virtually annihilated.  Black Hawk escaped but soon surrendered.  Imprisoned for a short time, he later settled in a Sauk village on the Des Moines River.

American Indians Up to 1900
I. Origins and Before European Contact
A. Native Americans, the first inhabitants of the American continent, arrived about 20,000 years ago from Asia by way of a land bridge that then connected Siberia and Alaska.  Over thousands of years, they spread out sparsely over North and South America into hundreds of tribes, with different languages, religions, and cultures.

Some Major Tribes:

1.  The Mound Builders of the lower Mississippi Valley built huge permanent settlements around rectangular plazas.  They got their name from burying their dead in collective graves covered by mounds.

2.  The Pueblos in the Rio Grande Valley lived in villages of multi-storied, terraced buildings around the 1500’s, and constructed elaborate irrigation systems.

3.  The Creeks of the Southeast practiced a democratic style of govt. that led the Europeans to categorize them as a “civilized tribe.”

4.  The Iroquois in the Northeast, inspired by their leader Hiawatha, developed the political skills to sustain a strong military confederacy that menaced their Indian and European neighbors for more than a century.

5.  Tribes that developed incredible civilizations:  Incas in Peru, Aztecs in Mexico, Mayans in Central America.  These peoples had advanced agricultural techniques, based on the cultivation of corn.  Numbering their population in the millions, these sophisticated societies erected bustling, elaborately carved stone cities, rivaling in size those of Columbus’ Europe.  They carried on commerce, studied math, and made accurate astronomical observations
II. Early European Contact 
A. When Christopher Columbus arrived he brought many Old World diseases like smallpox, yellow fever, and malaria, which killed off so many Indians that a century after Columbus’ arrival 90% of the Indians had perished by a combination of disease, enslavement, and armed aggression from the explorers.  An example of this was the civilization of the Arawaks in Hispaniola whose population reduced from 5 million to 250,000

B. The Europeans and Indians also traded, and some native New World plants like tobacco, corn (maize), beans, tomatoes, and potatoes were among the most important Indian gifts to the Europeans.  In exchange, the Europeans introduced cattle, swine, and horses to the Indians.  This transformed many Indian cultures, like the Blackfoot, the Sioux, and the Apaches, who became more nomadic because of the horse.

C. A great desire to convert Indians to Christianity contributed to the founding of Jamestown, the first permanent settlement in America.  However, the Indians were still resentful of the colonists, as one Indian uprising in 1622 left 347 settlers dead.  However, one Indian maiden, Pocahontas, contributed to the salvation of the colony by preserving peace between the warring Indians and colonists and providing foodstuffs.  

D. Conflict over usage of the land started wars between the European settlers and Indians.  For example, most Indians felt ownership of land meant having access to the things of the land during different seasons of the year while to a white person ownership meant being able to control what happens to the land.  The Europeans won these wars due to their superior technology and great numbers.

III. The Conquest of Mexico.  
A.  Cortes landed in 1519 on the Yucatan Peninsula, and defeated the huge 12,000-man army of the Mayas, who thought the soldiers on the horses were monsters.  The Mayas gave to Cortes, among other gifts, a woman named Malinche.  The Spaniards renamed her Marina, and she, a born Aztec who was sold to the Mayas, helped Cortes defeat the Aztecs later.

B.  Montezuma, the Aztec emperor, sent messengers with many gifts to Cortes, thinking that he may be the returned Quetzalcoatl, the Aztec god of wisdom and civilization.  Cortes received the messengers with firing cannons.  When the conquistador reached the city of Tenochtitlan, the Aztec capital, Montezuma treated Cortes like a god, but Cortes soon took Montezuma as a hostage and planned to rule Mexico with the Aztec emperor as a puppet.  Plans fell apart, however, and Cortes was forced to flee the city as Montezuma was stoned to death.  A third of Cortes’ soldiers were killed, however, burdened down by treasure, and the Spaniards named this night “La Noche Triste” (the sad night).  Fleeing into the mountains, Cortes set about to attack the magnificent city months later, defeated it, and set up Mexico City from the rubble.  Today, mestizos, people of mixed European and Indian ancestry, account for more than half of the population of Mexico.
IV. Jamestown and Plymouth Colony
A.  When the colonists arrived and founded Jamestown they were lazy and depended upon the neighboring Powhatan Indians to feed them, with whom John Smith had setup good relations.  However, when the Indians stopped delivering food the winter of 1609, it became the “starving time”.

B.  After surviving the first winter, the Pilgrims were helped by Squanto, the sole survivor of the Patuxet tribe, who helped them plant corn, beans, and pumpkins.  He also acted as an interpreter to nearby Indian tribes, and this preserved peace for a generation.
V. Late 1500’s to mid-1700’s

When the colonists first arrived, they depended upon the Indians for knowledge of the terrain, of plants and animals, of farming, and of woodland survival, and in turn, the Indians traded for metal tools and guns.  However, as they became stronger over time and acquired the skills of the Indians they realized they no longer needed the Indians.  Wars developed over territory:


1. 1622 Powhatans killed one third of Virginia’s colonists before   they were in turn wiped out.


2. 1630’s the Pequot Indians of the Connecticut Valley resisted the Puritan invasion of their land, but was later destroyed.


3. 1675 King Philip’s War: the Puritan colonies went to war with the neighboring Narragansets over land.  One-sixth of New England’s male population was killed, but in the end the Narragansets were defeated by the colonists destroying their cornfields, which starved them into submission.


4. Late 1500’s as France and England were both trying to colonize America they allied themselves with some tribes.  France allied with the Algonquin and Huron Indians, who lived near the St. Lawrence Valley.  The Iroquois of the Hudson Valley sided with the English.  In 1570, League of the Iroquois was founded to end the warfare between these Indians.  It became the strongest Indian confederation in America.


5. 1689 when France and England went to war the Iroquois de fended for the next 8 years English frontier interests against the French and their Indian allies.
VI. Mid 1700’s to Early 1800’s
A. The transfer of the remaining land under French control east of the Mississippi from the French to the British as the result of France’s defeat in the French and Indian War was difficult because of the Indians settled on that land.  Most were allied with the French.

B. 1763 an Ottawa warrior named Pontiac forged an alliance of Indians to drive out the British.  After much fighting, King George III issued the Proclamation of 1763 to ease Indian fears and to bring peace to the frontier.

C. 1793 Spain, Great Britain, and the Indians were all contending with the U.S. for the Trans-Appalachian West (the land between the Appalachians and the Mississippi.)  When Washington sent an army into the Ohio Valley it was defeated by Indians let by the Miami chief Little Turtle, which fed Indian hopes that an Indian nation was possible north of the Ohio River.  Then Washington sent another army west, headed by Anthony Wayne.  Expecting British help, the Indians from the Northwest Territory gathered at the site and prepared for battle.  Knowing that the Indians did not eat before battle, Wayne stalled for three days before attacking and defeated the Indians at the Battle of Fallen Timbers.  This destroyed Indian resistance in what is now Ohio.

VII. First Half of 19th Century
A.  Near the War of 1812, Indians in the Northwest Territory began to resent treaties that forced them to give up large portions of their land.  One young Indian named Tecumseh, who had learned English and studied much English literature in order to understand the English better, concluded that the Indians had to do what the white Americans had done: unite.  Tecumseh traveled far urging Indians to form a confederacy, but before one could be achieved, fighting broke out.  The governor of the Indiana Territory, William Henry Harrison, defeated the Indians in a battle at Tippecanoe Creek in 1811.  Then during the remainder of the first part of the War of 1812 Tecumseh and his Indian army assisted the British in attacking American settlements in the Northwest Territory.

B. When Jackson became president he tackled the issue of the status of Indian lands east of the Mississippi by proposing to Congress the forced relocation (removal) of the Southeastern Indians.  Congress passed the Indian Removal Act in 1830, which relocated Indians east of the Mississippi to the new Indian Territory in what is now Oklahoma.  The journey west in 1838-39 became known as the Trail of Tears from the death of about one-fourth of the Indians from sickness, hardship, and starvation.
VIII. Second Half of the 19th Century

A. The Federal government had first designated the Great Plains, in the early 1800’s, as “one big reservation,” but as settling of California and Oregon grew the government bowed to public pressures and switched to a policy of concentration, which meant the Indians would allow settlers free passage through their territory and also would confine their own hunting to specific areas.  In a 1851 treaty with the U.S. government, several tribes agreed to these conditions.  Yet because of the way the Plains Indians hunted and the disrespect for the Indians’ territories from prospectors the treaty did not work out.

B. Before the government could work out another agreement with the Indians peace was shattered in 1864 by skirmishes between whites and Indians in Colorado.  When Chief Black Kettle of the Cheyenne agreed to an armistice, Colonel Chivington knew nothing about it, and massacred 450 Indians in a Cheyenne camp on Sand Creek.  Fighting also broke out between the whites and the Sioux between 1862-63 when the Sioux raided white settlements in Minnesota.  This conflict was resolved when Little Crow the Sioux leader was killed.  The government then forced the Sioux to move westward to Montana, but when the government began building a road through Sioux lands in Montana in 1865 the Sioux declared war. A prominent war leader during this war was Red Cloud.  When the Sioux War ended in 1867, the U.S. government switched to a policy of reservations.  By 1874, the army had ultimately defeated the Indians, and a number of small reservations dotted the Plains.

C. The Sioux went to war again in 1875 when thousands of prospectors tramped across the Dakota Territory to find gold in the Black Hills -- land sacred to the Sioux.  The most famous battle of this war -- the Second Sioux War -- was called Battle of Little Bighorn, or “Custer’s Last Stand,” and it took place on June 25, 1876.  In this battle, Sioux warriors, led by Chief Sitting Bull, wiped out the entire army of General George Armstrong Custer.  The Indians had many outstanding warriors like Crazy Horse.

D. The last Indian “battle” of the century was with the Sioux, and it took place at Wounded Knee, South Dakota.  In this battle, the Indians were massacred by the white’s new weapon -- the machine gun.

E. When Congress passed the Dawes Act in 1887 it was hailed as a “Magna Carta” for Indians.  This act divided the Indians’ 47 million acres of reservation land into small plots of 40 to 160 acres parceled out to families and individuals.  The Indians who accepted the plots could, for the first time, become American citizens, but some refused to accept the governmental offer.  By 1900, the number of Indians in the U.S. had declined to less than 250,000. 
Important Supreme Court Cases & Acts 

Worcester V. Georgia (1832) 

(U.S. Supreme Court Reports, 6 Peters 559-561) Decision of Chief Justice John Marshall

Dawes Act (General Allotment Act of 1887) 
(February 8, 1887 - 24 Stat. L., 338)

Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 (Wheeler-Howard Bill) 
(Public Law No.383, 73d Congress - June 18, 1934)

House Concurrent Resolution 108 (Termination Act) 

(August 1, 1953 - 83rd Congress, 1st Session)
Indian Self-Determination and Educational Assistance Act 

(January 4, 1975 - U.S. Statutes at Large, 88: 2203-14)
American Indian Religious Freedom Act 
(Public Law 95-341, August 11, 1978 -- from: U.S. Statutes at Large, 92: 469-70)

