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OVERVIEW The Irrepressible Conflict

1776

1787

1787

1803

1820

1846

1850

1854

1857

1857

1859

1860

Declaration of Independence

Northwest Ordinance

Constitution

Louisiana Purchase

Missouri Compromise

Wilmot Proviso

Compromise of 1850

Kansas-Nebraska Act

Lecompton Constitution

Dred Scott Decision

John Brown'’s Raid and Execution

Democratic Party Nominating
Conventions

Thomas Jefferson’s denunciation of slavery deleted from the
final version.

Slavery prohibited in the Northwest Territory (north of the Ohio
River).

Slavery unmentioned but acknowledged in Article I, Section 2,
counting three-fifths of all African Americans, slave and free, in
a state’s population; and in Article |, Section 9, which barred
Congress from prohibiting the international slave trade for
twenty years.

Louisiana admitted as a slave state in 1812; no decision about
the rest of Louisiana Purchase.

Missouri admitted as a slave state, but slavery prohibited in
Louisiana Purchase north of 36°30".

Proposal to prohibit slavery in territory that might be gained in
Mexican-American War causes splits in national parties.

California admitted as free state; Texas (already admitted in
1845) is a slave state; the rest of Mexican Cession to be decided
by popular sovereignty. Ends the slave trade in the District of
Columbia, but a stronger Fugitive Slave Law, leading to a
number of violent recaptures, arouses northern antislavery
opinion.

At the urging of Stephen A. Douglas, Congress opens Kansas
and Nebraska Territories for settlement under popular
sovereignty. Open warfare between proslavery and antislavery
factions breaks out in Kansas.

President James Buchanan'’s decision to admit Kansas to the
Union with a proslavery constitution is defeated in Congress.

The Supreme Court’s denial of Dred Scott’s case for freedom is
welcomed in the South, condemned in the North.

Northern support for John Brown shocks the South.

The Democrats are unable to agree on a candidate; two
candidates, one northern (Stephen A. Douglas) and one
southern (John C. Breckinridge) split the party and the vote,
thus allowing Republican Abraham Lincoln to win.




